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Teaching Statement

I have been privileged to study under a diverse group of skilled and inspiring teachers. From them, I have
developed skills to effectively communicate in the classroom. While a doctoral candidate, I have had many
opportunities to develop my teaching skills – as both a teaching assistant and a lecturer. I have built on
these skills to foster intuition, problem solving skills, and critical thinking in my students.

Most students find economics daunting and difficult. Some struggle with the mathematical and analyt-
ical aspects, while others find the concepts challenging to grasp. Lectures are crucial to make the material
accessible to students with a diverse range of learning styles and address the variety of difficulties students
may have with learning economics. These difficulties can be addressed with an organized and dynamic
lecture. I present each topic by first motivating and explaining the economic model or problem we are
studying. I then explain how this relates to previous material. Next, I use figures and discussion to give the
students some intuition about the topic. Then I present the solution and results followed by some exam-
ples that are connected to real world issues. This engages students and helps them form a comprehensive
understanding of the topic.

This method of teaching often sparks in-class discussion, which I help along by encouraging students
to ask questions. I have found that students are initially reluctant to participate, but most eventually get
more comfortable after a few lectures. Many students seem to fear asking a “stupid question”. As often as
possible, I tell my students that any questions they have are surely shared by several of their classmates who
are also feeling shy about asking. This helps students overcome their fear of looking foolish and encourages
others to participate.

Along with an organized lecture, carefully crafted assessments are powerful learning activities that give
students the opportunity to engage with the material in a “hands-on” way. I assign frequent problem sets
that extend the topics discussed in lecture. This gives students the opportunity to test their knowledge on
a new type of problem and deepen their understanding of the material at the same time. I typically grade
and return these assignments to the students the class period after the due date. This frequent and quick
feedback helps students stay on track and builds confidence in their problem solving skills.

My job as a teacher does not end in the classroom. I have had many former students stop by my office
for advice, letters of recommendation, or help with undergraduate research. Sometimes, students stop by
just to chat or tell me how they have applied material learned in my class. One student later told me she
had used what she learned in my Intermediate Microeconomics class to make her small business more
profitable. I find these student interactions are the most satisfying aspect of teaching. More importantly, I
find that students are more likely to ask questions during class and seek help during office hours because I
have built a reputation for being approachable.

Organized and engaging lectures, combined with frequent assessments, are crucial for providing a fruit-
ful learning environment. This helps students fully realize their academic potential. I look forward to
becoming more proficient as an instructor so I can better serve my students.
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Evaluations of Teaching Performance

At the end of each semester, students complete an online faculty evaluation form in which students rate
their professors on a scale from 1 to 5, where: 1 = poor, 2 = below average, 3 = average, 4 = above average,
and 5 = excellent. Students can also write text comments. I have omitted these comments here for brevity
but they are available upon request. The tables below summarize these evaluations.

Intermediate Microeconomics

2015 Spring
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